MISSI®N TELEMARK

amanda mitchison

Dear Reader,

This is an adventure story based on real events. It's a
novel about resilience and about how war breaks and
remakes people. It's about having to act older than your
years and being brought to the very brink of what your
body and mind can endure. It's about snow and ice and
hunger and fear and, | hope, about laughter.

The children in my story---Ase, Jakob, Freddie and Lars—
are ctional, but the sabotage mission that they are sent
on up in the Norwegian mountains in the bitter winter of
1942 really did occur. It was one of the most extraordinary
feats of bravery in the Second World War.

And it was also an ordeal. My characters, like the original
saboteurs, sleep out under the northern stars. They make
snowholes and walk through blizzards and hang off cliff
faces by their nger tips and come within a hair’s breadth
of death. But they also squabble and joke and have ts of
giggles and midnight feasts. For this is also a book about
the power of friendship.
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The photographer Robert Capa used to say ‘if the pictures £7.99 Age 9+

aren’'t good enough, you aren’t close enough.” And, after
working for years as a journalist, | believe the same holds
true for words. Real events and real details have an unmistakable glow about them--a
verisimilitude that no amount of ne writing can equal. I've tried my best to follow this rule

in Mission Telemark and have used accounts from the time as much as possible. So, when
you're reading this book, and you come across a really startling detail--the SOE explosive
rats, the children hiding in the sh waste barrels to put off the German sniffer dogs, or

Ase chewing raw reindeer fat into a pulp to use as lamp oil—you can be sure it's not my
imagination at work. Somewhere, at.some time, this really happened.

| hope you enjoy reading this book .as much as | enjoyed writing it.

Yours sincerely

Amanda Mitchison




